ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNISATIONS TG
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOM. D, O,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

CONFIDENTIAL November 13. 19

In reply refer to
RA 711.1216M/2478

My dear Senator Hayden:

I have received your letter of November 1, 1940 1n
which you asked me to supply you with any additlonal in-
formation at my dlspoeal regarding the proposed allocation
to Mexico, by treaty, of a portion of the water supply of
the Colorado River systenm.

In reply, 1 may state that since my letter to you of
February 12, 1943, thie Department has contlnued 1te
efforts to find for the Colorado River problem such bases
or principles ae would give the best promlse of a settle-
ment that would be mutually satisfactory to the two
governmente and, at the same time, acceptable to all, or
at least most, of the Colorado River Baein States.

In pursuance of this objective, a conference between
the Committee of Fourteen end Sixteen and representatlves
of thie Department was held at Santa Fe, New Mexlco,
April 14 to 18, 1943, at whlch certaln proposals by thile
Department, regarding the Colorado River, metl with the
approval of most of the members of the Committee. For
your confidential information, 1 enclose herewith a copy
of these proposals.
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Following the Santa Fe conference, dlscussions regard-
ing the international espects of the Colorasdo River, and
other boundary matters, were begun between representatlives
of this Department snd of the Mexican Forelign Office. These
discussions are still in progress. On no point, thues far
considered, has this Department found 1t necessary to go
beyond the Santa Fe proposals, and on some pointe even better
results have been attained.

It is not yet poselble to speak definitely, or in much
detall; yet I am gratified to be able to state that accordlng
to present indicetions, the final agreement, 1f and when 1t
is reached, will contain provisions whereby a considerable
quantity of drainage and surplus waters will be charged
against Mexlco's guota, adequate river control and protectlon
works will be assured, a proportionate share of the coste of
certain works will be met by Mexico, and the United States
will be protected in the event of extraordinary drought.
Furthermore, I desire to emphasize that a definite celling
will be placed upon the amount of GColorado Rlver water that
the United States wlll be obligated to make available for
Mexieo, and that this ceiling will not go beyond the terms
of the Santa Fe proposals.

I shall be glad to supply additional information as
gooni 88 i1t becomes avallable to me.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure:

Copy of Santa Fe formula.



SANTA FE PROPOSALS

It is proposed that the United States make the following
deliveries of water to Mexico in complete satisfaction of any .and
all demands by Mexico now or hereafter, whether on the basis of
established use, equity, or otherwise:

A. The United States shall deliver each year, at designated
places 80 far se precticeble, at the International Boundary
and distribute through the year as requested by Mexico and approved
by the United Stetes an amount of water equal to ten per cent of
diversions for that year from the Colorado River for asgricultural and
domestic use in the States of Arizonma, California snd Nevada,.

B, In sddition to the deliveries specified in paragraph A, the
United Stetee shall deliver, at designated places so far as

precticable, at the International Boundary for use in Mexico any
other water arriving and being available at the International Boundary
from the Colorado River; provided that the aggregeate amount of water
divertible under this paragraph B shall never be lese than 750,000
8cre feet in any year; and provided, further, the aggregnte deliveries
by the United Stsztes to Mexico, including the amounts specified in
paragraph A, shell not be more than 2,000,000 acre feet in any yesar.

C. Mexico shall not demand, and the United States shall not be
required to meke, deliveries of water to Mexico at rates in
excess of 5,000 cubic feet ver second.

D, Mexico shall not demand, and the United States shall not be
required to meke, deliveries of water which cannot be bene-
ficially used in Mexico.

E. Mexico shall concede that it may not =cquire sny interest
in, or make any claim to, the use of Colorsdo River waters
in excess of the allocations made herein; end any deliveries of
Colorade Hiver water by the United Stetes to Mexico in excess of the
deliveries under varegraph A and the minimum 750,000 acre feet de-
livery specified in paragraph B shall be subject to such excees water
arriving and being aveilable at the International Boundery,

F. In cese of extraordinary drought or serious accident to the
irrig:tion system in the United States, the amount of water
delivered to Mexico shall be diminished in the same provortion as the
water delivered to lands under the irrigetion system below Boulder
Dem in the United States.



