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State could quench Nevada’s thirst

By lohn Sanko

Rocky Mountain News Capitol Bureau

Parched areas of southern Ne-
vada someday could enjoy vast
new supplies of Colorado River
water under a leasing agreement
that supporters predict will be a
major benefit to Colorado and Ne-
vada, -

But Colorado water officials are
skeptical,

Representatives of Chevron

Shate Gil Co. and Getty Gil Explo-
ration Co. on Tuesday unveiled
what they called a “bold new
plan,” but stressed it is in the most
prefiminary stage,

Basically, the plan involves leas-
ing 175,000 acre-feet of water
annually for use in an area near
Las Vegas in exchange for con-
struction of a $200 million reser-
voir in western Colorado and near-
Iy $9 million a year in lease money
to the state,
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(] A federal official vows
new rufes will guarantee
the state won't run dy.
By Mary Hynes

sl
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Manday that Sapkkern Nevada
ol ran dry emrdy in the next canlury,
pledging nlief in the form of new
truafers among Arizoma, Califomin
and Nevada,

“You simyly carnot allyw | million
people bo faza the arosped of insuff.
vent water supplies” Beard said in
an mierview that follswed an after-
anen speach bo Western stste law-
wukep, *W iy something that hes
never happened in thia country.”

The hzad of the fudsral water agen-
o7 tald the souphly 60 people altend-
ing hig speech that “Southera Neva-
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- Nevada water supply assured ;

dn;ilmbhmmthehi ot priocity  Mexioo — is unlikely ot tais puine
we bave in the lower basio af tis Whea a Colorado legislator azked
wmi.” o abau? ¢ proposal to sefl water down-
The lower basin of ihe Colorade  sireem to Nevada, Beard sajd, "Be-
River inclodes Novads, Arizona and  lieve me, there's 3o chance of having
iforyd that go threqzh”
Regulations being diefed by the\  He latsr confirmed ke was reiec-
burean would allow the transler of \ ring fo the socalled Raan Creek pro-
waber Bmong the lower busin states, | fect, n propossi by u Colarade ol
he said, without giving detad &hale company 1o Iease its substen-
&reas o Tower basin ol water rights o Newwds,
states share a common intevest in  The commissisaer did not foresee
essusing thel sheir thirat 33 all seven Calorado River barin atgies
i, Beapd said. They also heve  agraeing o the deal, and also
money b pay for cew water sup-  thooght chat legal costs aud epviren-
plies. mante] wrcemns would contributs te
“Water flows uphill to money, tobe Hsdemite,

pefectly erade aboui it he Tom Cakill, divecior of Novadu's
%ﬂgﬂ the woney, thev've gt Colorade River Commision, agid the
e in Congress wud 1 #ate bad pot given up on Rogn Creek || - A8
islatures, Sut did rot intend o “pursue litign. | “
But Beard said the wansfer of ton® o caryy the proposal forwerd.
tes from the uoper besin states —\  Beard said additiona woter Bureau of Reclamation chief Dan Seaed on
Colorads, Wyoming, Utah and New

Ploase sos BEARINZE  Monday pledged Ihal Navada won'l nun dry,
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become available through consor
vation and by shifting supplies
frorn apgriculiural to urban usce,
He also pladged that environmen.
tal ﬁroupa and Indlan tribes
wotld have a stronger woite in
water policy doelslons.

In his speech, part of tha West-
ern1 Lagisinitive Conference’s an-
nual meeting at the Sahara Ho-
tel, Beard gquiekly switehed frum
watar policy iRAues to Vica Prea;-
dent Al Gore’a naHounal perfnr

raance rweview for ‘“reinventing
government” and ita gpplication
to the hureaa.

He showed & seriea of =lidesx
ermphasizing tha report’s tenets,
#uch as “cutiing red tape” and

"cmpowwini federul omployeex.”
Beurd shid ha planned to upply
these principles to hia sgeney Ey,
for example, promoting a “change
of organizatiov culture snd mtti-
tude” and by delegating "suthor-
ity to the lowest appropriute igv-
el.”

The ngency shouid he able
ssve $108 billion over five yeurs,
he zald. Ife called = praposal for
"downsizing” ths organization by
GOQ puwople B “gutsy” meve. This
would be a 6.6 percant cut in the
agency's 7,B800-member work
foram,

The Western Legislative Con-
fgrence, which continues through
Wadnesduy, {s expected to draw
aboul 600 peuples.
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Western Slope water to urban
 users far downstream has dredged up
T o more than the usual amount of oppo-

" sition from Colorado water officials,
'* who have repeatedly decried: such
. 'schemes as a threat 1o entitlements.
',‘ This time, the critics are warning
. that Front Range. wa%haiup lies
might ‘be in “jeopardy

-.alarm even those who don’t see
- much difference between fransfer-
vring water to out-of-state interests
to the west and diverting it through
the mountains to the east. .
"~ Colorado stands to make millions
~~from the proposed deal, under
J.-which a reservoir would be built

-north of the small town of DeBeque
~>and the water in it would be leased
-=to Nevada for up to 50 years as an
-4« interim supply for Las Vegas.
iz~ The danger is that the developers
-4~ 0f the water in question, Chevron
‘fr<and Getty oil-shale subsidiaries,
¥ would have more senior rights than
::the users of some existing reser-
. F: voirs upstream ~ including the
. ¥+ Windy Gap project west of Granby,
17 which has been seen as a potential

source of water for Denver’s north-
ern suburbs,

Simply put, this could mean that
..in an extended drought, Front

Range residents might have to quit
watering their gardens s¢ the casi-

_ J‘,::THE LATEST p}an ’to export

ould

Don't bet the farm_ on plan,

Vegas

nos in Las Vegas could keep their

artiﬁclal waterfalls running.
Obviously, this concern will have

to be addressed before any, dirt is

dug. But the issue of Front Range *

impacts is hardly the only obstacle
t6 the $200 million project.
It also could be torpedoed as a

_threat to endangered fish, which un- |

derTederal law may have a stronger
claim to the heavy spring flows that
would be siphoned out of the Colora-
do River and trapped behind the new -
dam on Roan Creek. Indeed, the U.S..
Fish and Wildlife Service has just
proposed designating the entire
stretch downstream from DeBeque
to Lake Powell as a critical habitat
for the four native species involved.

Additionally, the plan might upset .
some ongoing negotiations over an
interstate leasing arrangement pro-
posed by 10 Indian tribes, which also
claim nghts to water from the Colo-
rado River system. .

In the long run, Las Vegas might -
well be able to sw!ng a deal under
which it could dip a bigger bucket
into Lake Mead. But for the next
several years at least, it should be
looking for less-speculative ways to
quench its thirst, such as subsidizing
conservation or reserving more agri-
cultural water for municipal use, as
its neighbors in California have
started to do in earnest.

<
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Oil company
‘promotes
water leasing
to Nevada

By Amy Malick Mzg "

Herald City Editor ] ~\§~

A Chevron Shale Qil Co. oflicial
says the company’s plan to 'ease
Colorado River water to Nevada in
exchange for a reservoir near
Grand Junction would be a big plus
to both states and two oil
companies, ‘

| Gary Bishop, company manager,
is making rounds through western !
Colorado to promote the innova-
tive plan.

The Roan Creek project, prop-
osed by Chevron USA and Getty Oil
Exploration Co. on a tributary of
the Colorado northeast of Grand

Junction, would provide Colorado

with a new,reservoir, boost the local
economy and benefit endangered
fish, Bishop said.

“We've tried to look at negative
impacts, and we don't see any,”
Bishop said.

Southwest Colorado water users
aren't so sure. While not dismissing
the plan completely, they're casting
a wary eye.

“I'm not opposed to it at this
point, but I have to study it more,”
said Fred Kroeger, board chaiiman
for the Southwest Water Conserva-
tion District. The district plaus to
invite project representatives (o
speak at a water conference in Dur-

.hgo in March.
Sam Maynes, attorney for the
Southern Ute Indian Tribe and
areawater districts, said the districts
would follow the lead of state offi-
cials, who so far question the pro-
ject’s impact on water law.

State officials are concerned the
project might jeopardize the state’s
interests concerning compact enti-
tlements to Colorado River water,

One major concern is that mark-
eting or leasing water on an inter-
slate basis could open the deor for

an unregulated private water .

market on the Colorado River, '

Under U.S. Supreme Court’
interstate-commerce decisions,
once one party leases the state's wa-|
ter out-ofstate, anyone can.

“We want to take a long, hard
look at the proposal to see if it en-
dangers Colorado’s entitlements,”
Maynes said.

Roan Creek would have a clear
impact on the Southern Ute and
Ute Mountain Ute tribes, Maynes
said. Once non-Indians lease water

out of state, the tribes are free to
lease Dolores and Animas-La Plata
project water. ‘ j

Bishop said the Roan Creek pro-
ject would work this way:

u Chevron and Getty would tem-
porarily lease rights already adjudi-
cated for oilshale production to
southern Nevada for municipal use
for a period of 30-50 years.

w In return, Nevada would con-
struct a storage facility of up to
175,000 acre-feet capacity on Roan
Creek, about four miles north of
DeBeque.

u Nevada would get a temporary,
 stable source of water while it works
to develop more permanent sour-
ces elsewhere, and Colorado would
get a $200 million storage and re-
creation facility.

YO A (AL D
= T e

m Colorado would get $8 million a
year in lease revenue,

m Once the lease ends, Getty and
Chevron would use the reservoir to
develop oil shale.

Bishop said the project would

help Coloraclo claim a portion of its
entitlement, and that safeguards
built into the leasc and the water-
use decree would ensure Colorado
gets the water back when the lease
expires.

He said the project provides a'
way for the companies to protect:
their water rights until oil-shale de-
velopment is economically feasible.

“We are concerned that 800,000
acre-feet is leaving Colorado every
year. We don’t feel comfortable
that when we want it for oil shale,
we will be able to get it back,”
Bishop said.

“To us it makes some sense to en-
ter into a contractual relationship
with strings attached to allow us to
get it back.”

Bishop said the state's concern
that Roan Creek will open the door
for farmers to lease their water,
thus drying up West Slope agricul-
tural land, is a “red herring.”

“If this project doesn’t go
through, what difference does it
make? Our attorneys say the dooris
already open,” Bishop said.
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Re1d thinks Coiorado water de:

CARSON CITY - Aplan!br
Clark County to acquire an
additional 175,000 acre-foet of
Colorado River waber from two

But opposition from neigh-
boring states will kill the deal,
Beid told newsmen Monday after

addressing the Legislature.

Bmdawi,“‘l‘heﬂobradodeal
wasn't in the long

ran that will help onﬂaewales_

thinge I have been working on.

Asked if Nevada should back
off, Reid eaid, “That deal will
never mail. Forget aboat it.”

Not everyone agrees, =

of"lsﬁll!aelthmaa wibility
it wmkmg, dirvector
Tom Cahill ssid, even thongh
no contract haa been drawn up

{ yet. “Some of the states have

expreased concerna, but I think
those comoerna can be eventually
resolved,

“T am not ready at this time to
et it agide ao one of the options

Samraadt wull ~

“You can't have the Colorado River Commission
do a deal and have tlie Southern Nevada Water
Agency read ahout # in the paper™

-

SmHmdeu

we are looking at,” Cahill said.
Reid said the Legisiatuve may

have lo step in to stop the

internal aquabbling between the

the Socthern Nevada Water
Authority.

“You can’t have the Colorado
River Commission do a deal
and have the Soathern Nevada
Water Agency read about it in
the paper,” he said. “You can’t

have Southern Nevada doing a
deal and the Colorado River
Commission »kes up the neat
moraing and reads about it

- the newspaper.

He gaid the state must step
carefully in the slippery arera of
watet

Nevadn, Reid suid, “canaot
afford to incur the ive of other
Western states in our search for
watar. And we cerlainly cannot

nﬂ‘mﬂtoan@rthe
aclutions which oth
a5 a viclation of th
River.
"lbdoaoisua
it ig fooligh, for i
wrath of the very
whom we must wo
our coanmon proble

Reid addressed o
well:

& He and othern

- areworking ona ool

to overhaul the 187
Reid, son of 2 Seart
would prefer a 2 p
the net proceeds

Tining companies i
8"z percent bo 12 pe
by the Clinton adn
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P all wet

states view
Law of the

Reid said that would mean
the loss of 30,000 jobs in th-
United States.

& Reid said he injtially
received “tremendons negative
comments” from around the
country for challenging Ross
Perot in a recent Congressional
hearing. One telephone caller
told him he was an “a-hole,” the
senabor said.

But he said that es the news
got out, be received 9.1 backing
in Nevada and nuw;uwmg
“significant” support nationally.

are even sending hin
mouey under the mistaken belie:
that he is up for election next
year. :
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2\ \ 3/ water plan
High cost of litigation
between Colorado and.

Nevada could send the
profits down the dramn

Associated Press

oo Cra

A proposal to send water from
western Colorado to Nevada - for
30 to 50 years may ’bg_‘flinanmally
. beneficial to both states; but legal
battles will be a finaricial drain, -
jegislators were told Wednesday.
" Representatives of Chevron and
‘Getty Oil; Ken Salazar, head of the
.state Department of Natural Re-
sources; Atftorney General Gale
"Norten; and cofisefvancy. district
représéntativés,,despxj;be‘d the
“Roan CieékBroject’s benefits dnd
drawbacks to thi Housé and Sen-
ate judiciary committees.
. . The lease calls for between
= 1100,000 and 200,000 acre-feet of
iwater per year fot the length of
-the contract. After the lease ex-
pires, Chevron and Getty would
have use of the \gg‘t:ei;‘;fqg;oil‘srlale-
developnieht: Névada also would
... arrang8 for replacement water for
= iEra-Colorado. o T
Gary Bishop of Chevron said
Chevron and Getty wbuld build the
$200 miltion . dar: 4nd: 175,000
acre-foot reservoir heat Debeque,
_using the oil companies’ réserved
Colorado River water rights and
w i, Neyada- filoie¥ehivexchangé, Ne-
vada would receive 4 water supply -
to help it cope with' burgeoning
. population, c.co
| Notton Said:shé js 2 committed
supporter of:-Risitkéting, but Colo-
irado must deteririifie its best long- .
 {tetm pusition. Acd; she said, “at
.4 - Ibest it Tieans expentivé and time- -
- consuming litigation,” she said. .
&,\_;;‘And_ _thé_benefit- has to be .
© lwotth- the- litigation: We've not
‘doiie an analysis; bt it coild wind
Jup dgainst us in 20t6 30 yéars.”
. Salazar said he and officials in
'his department 4ré not “the oppo-...
nents;” as Chevron-Getty ‘repré- ;
sentatives chdtacterizéd theti; s,
 “but wehave gréat tohesis? |
i do not: want to sée farmers

and, rafichérs on théd -Westerir

Slope; or in the Rio Grande Valley;
dry up for casino§'iff Nevada,” he
said; adding “that: he, also is con-

cerned about Colorado’s ability to

later developundeveloped por-.
tions of the Colorado River. -

-+ " Chixck Lile, diréctor of the Colo-

rado Water Conservation Board,

said charges that thé stite is not

now developing Watet projects are

untrue. T

State engiriee Hal Simipson said

the state is aware of the water
rights held by-the oil companies,
but - sending - Wwater' ‘to -Nevada
might put an additional drain on

'

the Green Mountain ' Reservoir

and the Réudi Résérvoir.
Ti Lockhedd o the Colorado

Water Consérvation Board &4id he - -

saw no_difference between this
proposal and the Galloway propos-

i‘a\l of sevéral years ago that would . ;
have sold Colorado.water to San, ..

Diégo for doniesticuse.
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Officials still fretting
over proposal to lease
state water to Nevada

By CArROUYN J. MATHEWS
The Capitol Reporter

A plan to lease Colorado River water to Nevada continues to
worry Colorado legislators and water officials despite assurances by -
lease proponents that the project is legal and beneficial to Colorado.

The Roan Creek project was introduced by Chevron Shale Oil Co.
and Getty Oil Exploration Co. a month ago at a news conference.
Since that time the proposed annual lease of 175,000 acre-feet of
Colorado River water to Nevada for 30 to 50 years has raised ques-.
tions concerning the legality of interstate water leases. :

Also, Colorado water officials have opposed the project on the
grounds that the lease could open up an unregulated water market
in Colorado.

“Maybe we made a mistake by going public too-soon,” Gary E. .

" Bishop, manager of Chevron Shale Oil Co. said at a joint meeting of

the House and Senate Agriculture committees last week.

The project is in an early stage, and the companies intend to
work with all interested parties, including the state of Colorado, to
define the project, Bishop said.

Andy Williams, legal counsel for the oil companies, said, “We
would not be here today if we did not believe that we could put the
project together consistent with the law of the river.”

Ken Salazar, executive director of the state Department of
Natural Resources, said, “We are not the opponents of the Roan
Creek project,” but the state of Colorado cannot endorse something
that could potentially threaten allotments.

Hal Simpson, state engineer, said he estimates that water con-
servancy districts and secondary water rights could be threatened
by the amount of water that wouid be diverted by the lease.

Oil company representatives stressed that the water they pro-
pose to lease involves water rights owned by the oil companies for
oil shale development.

Under the plan, water would be leased to Nevada for a limifed
period in exchange for the construction of a reservoir that eventual-
ly would help the oil companies extract oil from shale in western
Colorado.

The state will realize several benefits including $560 for each acre-
foot ($8 million annually) of water leased as provided under state
statute, Williams said. Reereational use and the reservoir's poten-
tial of saving endangered species of fish are additional benefits, he
said.

Sen. Linda Powers, D-Crested Butte, asked what other options
Nevada has to fulfill its water demand.

Christopher Paulson, an attorney for Chevron, responded that
Nevada is looking at Alaska and California as future water sources.

But the state faces a time crunch and the lease would provide an
interim supply while other options are explored, Paulson said.




LasVegas
eyes Colo. &
forwater

 Officials call Roan Creek
Reservoir a short-term
source for booming city

Assqciated Press

DE BEQUE -— Nevada water
officials, under pressure to find
additional water sources for the
booming Las Vegas, Nev., area,
have toured the proposed Roan
Creek Reservoir site to examine
one possible source,

Chevron Qil is proposing leasing
up to 175,000 acre-feet of water a
year to Nevada, enough for
875,000 new residents. But it
would only be for a limited period.

And with Colorado’s Western
Slope booming and demands for
water increasing, it is not clear
that the proposal could win ap-
proval.

“Roan Creek ig not a final solu-
tion for Nevada, but it certainly
can be part of the solution. And
we're willing to investigate that,”
said Janet Rogers, chairwoman of
the Colorado River Commission of
Nevada.

Commission members toured
the site Thursday with Grand
Junction city and county officials.

Crowell said that before Nevada
couid lease the Roan water it
would have to have a plan for a
permanent future source,

Possibilities include an ex-
change deal with Mexico, buying
water from farms or tapping the
Virgin River,

N
\
\—;
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Western
water
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Vegeg
to slake
thirst?

Bad bet

By Jennlter Gavin
Denver Post Statt Writer
AS VEGAS — The
marquee at the Des-
dert Inn touts the rock-
group Air Supply. If Las Ve-
gas city hall were to sport a
glant sign like those in front
of the casinos, it woeuld
clamor for “water supply.”

The fastest-growing city
in the U.8,, Las Vegas needs
water like blackjack players
need aces. Some 31,000 new
jobs were created in the past
+ year, primarily because of
giant new casinos, “And
31,000 new jobs is incredi-
ble,” says John Schlegel, Las
Vegas planning director.

Three new casino/hotels
— Treasure Island, the Lux-
or and the MGM Grand —
contain a total of 11,000
rooms. Five more casinos
are on drawing boards.

People pour into town for
hotel and easino jobs, even
though they are largely ser-
vice work with low or mod-
erate pay. As a result, the
Las Vegas metro-area popu-
lation is pushing 1 million,
That's up from about
750,000 in 1990; 460,000 in
1980; and 275,000 in 1970.

The job seekers come
even though Las Vegas, in
early 1991, had to call a halt
to new bullding permits
when officials discovered
that they might have over-
committed available munic-
ipal water supplies,

The issue of water scarei-
ty is keeping officials in
neighbering states up nights.
They worry about breaking
up the Colorado River Com-
pact to bring new water to
teeming populaticns in Ne-
vada and California.

SOURCE: The Colorado River trickles from sea. E
headwaters in Rocky Mountaln National Park, of-war
beginning its seven-state Journay toward tﬁe wator |

t

- 3 Special to ha enver Posi
DESTINATION: Ships wage a phony battle real baitle over access to Colorado River water
on a manmade lagoon In front of the Treasure has prompted the thirsty city 1o order use of
Isiand casino and hotel In Las Vegas, Nev.!A recycled water for such visual attractions.

Please see VEGAS on 23A

' By Jonnifer Gavin

feared

and Adrigl Bettelhelm
Denver Post Staff Writara
ut West, it's gaid
that water flows up-
hill toward money.
That's more than bluster
along the Colorado River,

- where rich, thirsty cities in

Nevada and perhaps Cali-
fornia are poised to use

" ¢ash, Congress and even Col-

orado’s own quirky laws to
sécure more water,

As growth takes off across
the seven states covered in
the Colorado River Compact
that spells out water alloca-
tiens, urban areas -— espe-
cially Las Vegas — are in- -
vestigating strategies that
could make the desert bloom
at other states’ expense.

One such strategy could
take advantage of the state
of Colorado’s longtime defi-
nition of water as “private
property” that can be
bought or sold. Water law is

" more restrictive in neigh-

boring states, so Colorado
would be the most vulnera-
ble if Nevada maneuvered
aggressively to buy up wa-
ter from individual owners.
At least a half-dozen
would-be water sellers in
Colorado envision healthy
profits, and they would pre-
fer a hands-off approach by
the state government. Colo-
rado Gov. Rey Romer has

. other ideas.

“1 don't have much con-
trol over Nevada. (But) I
have been trying to send a
message to the lower basin:
‘You're not gonna do this
while I'm governor,” " Ro-
mer said.

Romer and others are
worried that sales could up-

Please see RIVER on 22A
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]. COLORADO RIVER:
: W Signed in 1922, it estab-
: - ;ish(a:s ’set gmounts of water
RIVER from Page 1A . or Colorado, Wyoming,
: - a 4 ARIZ i -
set the complex chesshoard of wa- e g { ONA Y LAKE MEAD g:?z%ngeggﬂg;:;g}m:vada,”

. The highest fountain in the ﬁvorld
sends water 630 feet above the
. Soncran Desert floor in Fountain

The Colorado River swells behind
Hoover Dam, shown here at sun-

ter law. Ultimately, this could af-
fect water rights that now are

These limits vary sharply .
from state to state, and werg

keeping taps flowing on Colorado’s
Front Range. -

“If there were an interstate
market on the river, Las Vegas
could simply come info Colorado
:and buy up the Grand Valley and
‘then transfer those agricultural
-water rights down to Las Vegas,”
sald Jim Lochhead, executlve di-

'rector of the Colorado Department
_of Natural Resources.

. I negotiations with the other -
states, Lochhead's department has
heen quietly reasserting Colora- *
do's rights to 3.8 million acre-feet
of water per year from the Colora-
do River system. As one of four -
"upper basin” states in the com- ;
pact, Colorado has yet to use al}

the water allocated to It under the - .

1922 river treaty. That has al-
lowed California and other “lower
basin” states to keep taps and irri:
gation sprinklers flowing, 3
Meantime, several Colorado- |
based entities, such as oll compa-
nies, are interested in selling or :
leasing their water rights enthe :
river or its tributaries. The Colora-
do Department of Natural Re- .
sources is fighting those attempts.;
Nevada is pushing the limits of ,
its allocation of 300,000 acre-feet a
year. The amount was established:
when the river pact was signed 72:
years ago. Catifornia has exceeded

~'its limits for years but has started?
_programs — at Romer's insistence,
*— to eventually halt that, H

Colorado’s definition of water
rights as private property is a con-|
cept so popular it may be politicdl<
ly impossible to change, But, ifa !
bidding war erupted, that would ;
leave Colorado it a more precari- i
ous position than nelghboring-wa- :

ter-rich states, ’ -

In Wyoming, watet is a state- |
owned resource available to users ;
by permit. Utah defines water as a;
salable property right, but It bars ;
out-of-state sales. §

Essentially, if one holder of Col- :
orado water rights sells them pri- }

_.vately to a buyer in another state, :
the interstate commerce ctause of -

the U.S, Constitution could kick in. .
That could require equal treat- :

ment of other sellers and creata anj :

opet market for water up and

down the river system. Protectio
built into the compact for Colora- 3
do citles and farms could be de-
stroyed. ;

“The state,” Lochhead said,
“would lose control of its water re-
sources.” Rk

One proposal — the Roan Creek :
project — has been the focus of
most recent concern, Nevada wa-
ter officials last week toured the
site.

- The Roan Creek plan cails for a
darn to be built on the Colorado
River near De Beque, between
Glenwood Springs and Grand
Junction. The dam would be fi-
nanced by money out of Nevada.
Then that state would lease up to
175,000 acre-feet of water, using
rights now held by Chevren Oil and
Getty Oil, companies that original-
ly bought the righis to produce oil
from shale.

One acre-foot is about 326,000
gallons, or enough to meet the
needs of a family of four for a
year, -

“Roan Creek is not a final solu-
tion for Nevada, but it certainly
can be part of the solution. And
we're willing to investigate that,”

b iy L e

-said Janet Rogers, chairwoman of
the Colerado River Commission of -

Nevada, . .

Roan Creek i3 not the only pri-
vate-sale offer on the table, A total
of 1.7 million acre-feet of water |
could be sold by Colorado holders
to Nevada. These include:

W The Dominguez proposal on
the Gunnison River, which would
offer 1 million acre-feet.

M The Paradise proposal on the
Colorado, 140,000 acre-feet.

W The NaTec proposal on the

Colorado, 145,000 acre-feet.

B The Qak Creek Power Co.

_proposal on the Colorade, 200,000

- aére-feet. .

.- “W The Rocky Mountain Power
proposal on the White River,

60,000 acre-feet,

* Without such Individual sates,
states could go to Congress in an
attemnpt lo reopen the compact.
Many observers say a breakup of
the compact by Congress isn't like-
ly, even though the water-needy
lower basin states have 66 votes in
Congress, compared with 21 votes
in the upper-basin states.

Like most states involved, Cali-
fornia has internal squabbles gver

Hills, Ariz.

set, to form Lake Mead, southeast

" Speclal to The Denver Post / Jim Richardaon

B

of Las Vegas in Nevada.
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Verdant golf
courses such
as this onein
Palm Springs,
Callf,, depend
on Colorado
River water to
stay lush in
their desert en-
vironment. Cal-
ilornia, which
was allotted
4.4 million
acre-feet ol
river water per
year in the
1822 Colorado
River Compact,
has exceeded 95
its limits for
years.

water that could keep it from as-
. sembling a bloc of votes in Con-
gress.

None of that eases anxiety.

‘“‘E:ach state, while generally
supportive of other states develop-
ing their apportionment, is fairly
suspicious of activities in other
states,” says Sen, Ben Nighthorse
Campbell, D-Colo.

Romer, Lochhead and other op-

. per-basin officials have urged that
the lower-basin states work out
water trades among themselves to
help cover droughts and handle
growth. Such efforts have begun
informally in California and Arizo-
na, though it will take years for
them to reach a scale that might
make the lower basin self-suffi-
cient.

Under new proposed regulations
fram the U.S, Bureau of Reclama-
tion, which oversees the lower-ba-
sin through dam management,
enough water should be avajlable

for 10 to 20 years, says Elizabeth
Rieke, assistant interior secretary,

Beyond that, well-planned shifts
from farming to city use may keep
lower-basin cities alive over the
next century, she said,

*“The needs of urban users ever
the next 100 years are less than 20
percent of the current deliveries to
agricuiture in the lower basin. So
it should be possible to meet the
urban needs from existing uses,”
Rieke said. ’

- But Nevada is 5o close to using
its full allotment that its officials
are demanding a “flexible” read-
ing of the compact and court opin-
ions interpreting it. ) ‘

“If the states are unable to ac-
commodate each other, the Con-
gress will have to become in-
volved,” said U.S. Sen. Harry Reid;
D-Nevada. ! ‘

As the West fills up, federal offi-
cials say they can pinpoint shifts
that have changed water needs in
the seven decades since the com-
pact was signed, .

“Agricnlture, mining and timber
are no longer the dominant eco-
nomic enterprises,” said reclama-

tion commissioner Dan Beard, who

oversees southwestern water proj-
ects for the Interior Department.

Fears that the upper-basin allot-
ment will be drained by changes
are unfounded, he sajd.

“Interstate transfers are only
going to take place when the states
agree that is what’s going to take
place,” Beard said.

Las Vagas Review-Joumnal -
. surging, “The reality is, the world

" changing is growth policies.

_million,” says Charles Wilkinson, a
University of Colorade Iaw profes-

we've never had before.

The gkyline of
downtown Las
Vegas, Nev,,
shimmers in
the distance as
homes go up in
‘a hearby hous-
ing develop-
ments. People
are pouring In-
to town for ho-
tel and casino
jobs, pushing
the metro ar-
ea’s popula-
‘tion toward 1
million. That's
up from about
750,000 in
1990; 460,000
in 1980; and
275,000 in
1670,

But with urban water demand

has changed.”
Others believe what ought to be

“At the end of World War iI, the .
West had about 18 million people;
right now we’re closing.in on 60

sor who specializes in regional is-
sues. "If you read the letters to the
editor in papers all across the
West, in Reno or Boise or Jackson
or Denver or Phoenix, you seea
level of attention to growth that

“We're going to have to start
reining in growth. Because if we
don’t, we're not going to have a
West anymore; we're going te lose
the distinetive qualities that
brought people here to begi
with.” ‘

- tain Utes, agreed in 1988 to be

based on initial estimates of-
Ifkely future demand by eacty
state, o
R Colorado, Wyoming,
Utah and New Mexico also
abide by a separate treaty ..
among those ‘‘upper basin's

- states. Squabbles among the

other three “lower basin™
states prevented suchan
agreement for them. As a ré-

Reclamation plays a stronger
role in the lower basin in brd:
keting disputes. The bureali’
also controis federal dam ..,
use in both basins. il

" Min1944, the United &
States also agreed to delivef
1.5 million acre-feet of Colg:’
rado River water to Mexico
each year,

1
Lr
I

hy

W Explosive growth in Cali-
fornia has caused the staté.-

~. sult, the federal Bureau of ™"

to eXceed its limits on the - -

A

compact many years. In
1991, during a drought, Cali®
fornia officials asked for the”
right to take 400,000 acre-
feet more than the state’s al.
lotment; Colorado Gov. Roy
Romer agreed on condition 3
that interstate talks begin to, -
‘meet individual needs but -
still uphold the compact,

& Though innovative step
are helping with California’s”
problems, it may face .
drought as soon as next
year; and booming Las Ve- '
gas has become a hew sticks

- Ing point in river relations,

10 tribes

‘may affect
‘water flow :

. Ten American [ndian tribes >+

that hold rights along the Colors™
"do River or its tributaries also

could affect how water is appor~
tioned. ‘

They could open up a market -
for water sales from one state to
another, and some tribes have
expressed interest in doing just
that.

Cotoradg’s two tribes, the
Southern Utes and the Ute Moun:,

treated like other Colorado water
users in a law approved by Con-,
gress. It states that those tribes;
can’t sell their water unless other
private users in Colorado — such
as owners of the RoanCreek 7
rights in western Colorado —

. start up a market first.

Leonard Burch, chairman of
the Southern Utes, says that’s not
a fair restriction, especlally with.
delays in construction of the Ani- |
mas-LaPlata water project. The ?
$653 million project is supposed
1o supply long-promised water to
Colorado reservations in the
Four Corners area. .

Animas-LaPlata has been ap-
proved by Congress, but is hung
up over environmental concerns,
It also may be scaled back. An
Interior Department inspector
general’s report in July called it
“economically infeasible” ag  *
originally planned. The report ¢
suggested cash payments to the
tribes instead of the project being!
built at full scale. | :

If Animag-LaPlata.isn’t built
soon, Burch said, the tribes may .
want to reassert their right to
sell water rights to bring in some |
money {o finance economic de-
velopment,

“QOur patience is wearing pret-
ty thin now,” he sald. “We
thought we cotnplied with all the
necessary requirements” for en-
virenmental issues in Animas-

' LaPlata. “Fach time we finish
with that, there’s another road-
block.”

If the Southern Utes did sell
water rights, Burch said, the
money would go toward “'devel-
oping our natural resources on
the land we own.”

- Jennifer Gavin;
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Las Vegas pu

f5 its chips on continued

pro-growth spin, but many hedge bets

-\(EGAS from Page 1A

Since 1991, competing area wa-
ter agencies have reorganized into
ane powerful, cooperative entity in
southern Nevada. It has bought or
bargained for enough water to
cover all bets and keep Las Vegas
in the boom business for a few
more years.

The Clark County planning de-
partment’s mission statement
calis for economie stirmulation
first, conservation of searce re-
Sources last,

“The culture here has always
been very pro-growth,” Schlegel
said. “There’s no economic base
here, other than the gaming.”

- Southern Nevada has a relative-
lﬁ small tax base. Gambling pays
the freight for many public ser- .
vices, although volers recently
have been hit with tax reguests to
finance schools and roads.

One or two Las Vegas officials
have suggested carefully that
more controlled growth might be
worth at least starting to think
about, But, Schlegel aduits, “No-
body really wanis to own up to it.”

“They’re afraid to voice that
idea publicly because of the panic
it would cause. The development
community would go berserk, The
banking community, which would
have a lot invested in all these real
estate projects, would have heart-
birn on these kinds of statements

ows," a reference to a marshy ar-
ea where a water table emptied in-
to the Colorado, most of Nevada
was unlikely to sustain the agricul-
ture that dominated state econo-
mies when the pact was sigred.

That led to its annual allocation
of 300,000 acre-feet. Today, greai-
er Las Vegas is growing at a rate
of 6,000 residents a month.

Many states in the compact are
experiencing population growth.
California has exceeded its com-
pact share for years, The Phoenix
area exploded as a corporate and
retirement center in the '60s and
continues o grow. Sait Lake City
apartment vacancy rates are fall-
ing. And some 43,000 refugees
from California’s rocky economy
and natural disasters have jam-
med streets and schools in Colora-
do in the past year.

Patricia Mulroy's job is to get
water for southern Nevada. As
general manager of the Las Vegas
Valley Water District and of the
Southern Nevada Water Authority,
she has made some waves, She op-
poses linking water availability
with a growth policy, “To cut off
your water supply to manage your
growth isn’t the wisest thing to
do,” she says. “You're not just
talking about new people moving
in; you're talking about my chil-
dren, other people’s children. *

In addition to charging higher

water rates and other conserva-
tion efforts — which only began in
earnest when Las Vegas water of-
ficials realized that they might run
out of water for growth by 1995 in-
stead of well beyond the year 2000
- Mulroy's agency has brokered a
few years’ supply from a local in-
dustrial user and Southern Califor-
nia Edison, a power company.

Getting more water out of the
Colorado River has to be pursued,
she says, or Las Vegas® economy
could he jolted. There also is a ie-
gal line of atfack, Water lawsuits
have cost Colorado taxpayers at
least $10 million since the mid-
1980s. Money is one thing Nevada
can ante up. Buf lawsuits can take
years, something southern Nevada
can’t afford to squander.

Mulroy wants to get new water
cooperatively, but must lay hands
on if one way or another. “T don’t
know what it's going to take to get
people to try to see the world from
where the other guy sits,” she says,
“There are peaple who live here
that have the same needs as people
who live in Denver.” Schlege! puts
it a different way: “There is very
powerful support for the efforts of
the Southern Nevada Water Au-
thority and (Nevada’s) Colorado
River Commyjssion to acquire more
water sources. They’re willing to
put all kinds of money, time, effort
and political power into that.”

lfl:E Rkl
[ —& ¢ E
- R

coming from public officials."
, Meantime, roads and schools
are getting fammed by the influx.
*Clark County Commissioner

who suggested, during a minor re-
cession in 1991, that residents
were getting fed up with the nega-
tive side effects of the boom. He
urged planners to draft a policy of
foderate and controlted growth,
*Today, Christensen calls that
“unrealistic. . . . You can live
wherever you want in this couniry.
If you were able to stop growth,
you would kill the community.”

So pressure is on for Las Vegas
to get more water in ways that are
controversial in the arid West,

Area water officials filed for
permission to pump and pipe wa-
ter from northern counties in Ne-
vada. That bid still is being pon-
dered by state anthorities.

And then there’s the Colorado
River, which backs up behind the
Hoover Dam southeast of Las Ve-
gas to form Lake Mead. Xis huge
volume might as well be a mirage
tg the locals, because the Colorado
River compact only allots 300,000
acre-feet of water to Nevada.
That's about one-fifth as much as
evaporates off the river yearly in
its roll to the sea.

Colorado, by comparison, gets
3.8 million acre-feet, much of
which is unassigned to use within
the state. Colorado officials are
fighting attempts to create a mar-
ket for sale of water up and down
the river, saying that, in effect,
Would break down the compact
that protects Colorado’s right to
use the water in the future.

., ias Vegas was a tiny railroad
slop in 1922, when the Colorado
River compact was signed. Though
its name is Spanish for “the mead-
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Wall Unit &

Enterfainment Center Sale
Greated From Solid Appalachian Pine

tv/stereo cabinets

3 Year Financing Avaitable

Mon., Wed., Fri, 9:00-6:00
Tues., Thurs., Sat, 9:(0-5:30

Sun. 1:00.4:00

Inspired by the designs of country crafts-
men, this collection features a naturaily
distressed. look that's perfect in every
setting. Choose from bookcases and
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FURNITURE

“Hond Crafled Fumiture*
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Dartmouth Ave.

695-8686
10697
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ONE HOUR EUROPEAN
NON-SURGICAL FACIAL
LIFT AND MAKEUP +
HAND TREATMENT
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